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Synopsis

While the entire Gospel narrative is essential to Christian theology, Jesus’ own words distinctively
teach us how to live and how faith makes a difference in one’s life. The Red Letters gives a clear
overview of Christianity’s foundational message in a unique way: allowing Jesus to speak for
himself, without any human commentary. This incisive book simply includes all of Jesus’ words from
the Gospels, arranged by topic and rendered in the ESV translation. For everyone who would like to
rediscover the heart of Christianity-or perhaps discover it for the first time-as Jesus Christ himself

communicated it.
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Customer Reviews

[NOTE: | edited my review and changed the rating after getting further into the book and realizing it
wasn’t organized the way | expected.]As are many people, | am familiar with the stories in the four
gospels. However, at times | want to focus on Jesus sayings and teachings -- just His words. The
first part of the book arranges Jesus’ sayings in chronological order while taking the quote from the
gospel that provides the most complete version. Each quote is accompanied by a short phrase
indicating the context. The chapter & verse are also shown and the translation used is easily
readable.This should be good for a complete review of Jesus’ word from birth to resurrection.
However, as | read through the book, | began noticing missing verses. John 5:19-47 was not where
| expected to find it (immediately after John 5:17).1 wrote the editor. He replied that one of the

verses | believed to be missing (Luke 4:24 - "Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his



hometown.") did appear to be an oversight. He said he would notify the publisher. (I also can’t locate
Matthew 12:13.) The editor also said that the verses from John | thought were missing are in the
second part of the book -- "The Teachings".| now realize that Christ’'s words are split between the
two parts of the book. | thought that the first part would contain ALL the verses in chronological
order and the second part would REPEAT the verses grouped by theme. This is not the case.For
example, there is no mention of the Sermon on the Mount in the first part of the book and no

indication of where it would occur. It is found in the second part and is rearranged thematically.

The Red Letters, compiled by Tim Beals, for it is hard to say that he is the author as the author here
is Christ as they are his words, is a book that, if used correctly, can be of great help. Tim Beals
states at the end of his introduction that his "hope is that the red letters become the read
letters."What | really like about the book is that it sets up all the saying of Christ in chronological
order in the first part and then by topic in the second part. He also makes sure that he only takes
from one of the gospel accounts instead of all four when Christ’s words are recorded by every
author or multiple authors. Mr. Beals decided to do this to keep the book at a minimum and chose to
take whichever account was most thorough in its recording of the words of Christ. | believe the book
will be most helpful to take all four gospel accounts of Christ’'s words and put them in the order that
Christ said them, as this can get quite confusing when trying to put them in order yourself. For this, it
is quite helpful and will be used by myself when in need of this type of study.The hard part of this
study is that it is quite unreadable. The reason is that it is literally only the words of Christ. So, as
one tries to read through it, they miss all the dialogue of the listeners or background information
given by the gospel writer. So, while the book might be a great resource for a teacher or one
studying the words of Christ, to simply read the book one will be quite frustrated.The other part that
sets this book up for question, but | don’t believe is the author’s intent is the movement of those who
only rely on what Christ states, and dismiss the rest of the Bible as secondary because it isn’t in "red

letters." While | don’t believe that Mr.
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